THE HUNDRED-HEADED HYDRA
these fools of Frenchmen who fancied they could cross the
Alps in winter with a \vhole army. They did not realise
that the troops were inspired to frenzy by the presence and
heroism of their young King, and by the irresistible prestige
of this soldier Cardinal. On March i they crossed Mont
Genevre. During the night of March 5-6 they passed
through the narrow, rocky, snowbound defile known as
the Pass of Susa. Next day they gave battle with irresistible
fury; the siege of Gasale was raised, the besiegers put to
flight, and negotiations immediately opened. The two
leaders then separated. Richelieu remained on the spot
with a party of troops, to attend to the conclusion of the
treaty, and to guard the securities. Louis xm, with the
rest of the army, returned hastily to France, and took the
field against the Protestants of the south. He took and
burned Privas, a stronghold of the Huguenots in Vivarais,
from May 14-27. A fortnight later, one of their last
fortresses, Alais, capitulated. The whole of the Protestant
territories lay open to the depredations, devastations and
cruelties of the soldiery. For the Protestant party the
situation was desperate. The Due de Rohan, in spite of
his desperate fanaticism, realised that he must .come to
terms. Richelieu arrived and presided over the negotiations,
which ended in the Peace of Alais on June 28, 1629.
This treaty marked the end of the Cardinal's efforts
with regard to the Reformers. His political foresight and
the greatness of his design were manifest in the fairness,
broadmindedness and tolerance which he displayed in his
terms of peace. Louis xm, whose devoutness was much
more narrow, would have enforced reprisals and vigorous
measures, imagining thereby that he was destroying and
crushing Protestantism. Richelieu saw further ahead,
and was aware that a ruthless treaty, accepted of necessity,
179